

The International Text-Book of Surgery by American and Brit¬ 
ish Authors. Edited by J. Collins Warren, M.D., LL.D., and A. 

Pearce Gould, M.S., F.R.C.S. W. B. Saunders, Philadelphia, Pub¬ 
lisher. 

In the “International Text Book of Surgery,” by American and 
British authors, edited by J. Collins Warren, M.D., LL.D., and A. 
Pierce Gould, M.S., F.R.C.S., we have a work that will certainly ap¬ 
peal to every surgeon throughout the country. It consists of two vol¬ 
umes. Each volume has about 1,000 pages, with a total of 929 illus¬ 
trations in the text and 17 full-page plates in colors. The illustrations 
are beautifully executed and the full page colored plates are truly works 
of art. 

The work represents the labor of fifty-five contributors, nearly 
every one of whom has a world-wide reputation. The names of the 
editors are a sufficient guarantee of the high quality of the work. 

Volume I deals with the principles of general surgery and general 
surgical diseases. It commences with a chapter on surgical bacteriolo¬ 
gy, giving the methods of cultivation, procedure in examination, etc. 
of the different bacteria causing surgical diseases. 

Considerable emphasis is laid upon the importance of the examin¬ 
ation of the blood in cases of septic infection, and it is shown how 
there is an increased leucocytosis in these infections, except in cases of 
a very mild or a very rapidly running infection. 

In the chapter on technic of aseptic surgery, the latest and best 
methods of sterilization are fully described, not only of the hands of 
the operator and the site of operation, but also the different ma¬ 
terials used for ligatures, sutures and dressings. 

Under operative and plastic surgery we have ligation of arteries, 
amputations, excision of joints, etc., fully described and an easy com¬ 
prehension of the different steps is afforded the reader from the num¬ 
erous illustrations. The lines of incision are clearly marked out, so 
that at a glance, the operation is firmly fixed in the mind of the reader. 
The subject of fractures and dislocations has received careful attention, 
and the numerous skiagraphs give us an accurate knowledge of the 
different deformities produced. 

The surgery of the peripheral nerves is devoted to nerve suturing, 
nerve grafting and nerve stretching, also to a description of the nerve 
tumors. It shows how certain paralyses may be relieved by surgical 
interference, e. g., when the musculospiral is compressed by callus 
formation after fracture of the humerus. The surgical treatment of the 
different neuralgias, notably trifacial, where the different divisions are 
destroyed, or, failing in relief, the removal of the Gasserian ganglion. 

In volume II considerable space has been devoted to the surgery 
of the breast and the operation recommended for carcinoma is that 
devised by Halsted, involving removal of the mammary gland and 
pararrfammary tissue, with superficial lymphatics, the sternal portion 
of the pectoralis major and minor, and thorough cleaning out of the 
axilla and posterior cervical triangle, if involved. This operation has 
given the best results of any practised at the present day. 

The whole subject of abdominal surgery, which occupies such a 
prominent position in the surgical world of to-day, comprises the 
technic of abdominal surgery, peritonitis and a description of t'he 
surgery of the stomach, intestines, vermiform appendix, liver, pancreas 
and gall bladder. The use of rubber gloves is advocated for the oper- 
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ator. These can be boiled with the instruments so that danger of in¬ 
fection from the hands is eliminated. The different operations per¬ 
formed upon the stomach are described, as well as operations upon the 
intestines; viz., intestinal anastomosis, enterorrhaphy, etc. 

In the chapter on the vermiform appendixes varieties of appendicitis 
are mentioned, viz., catarrhal, suppurative, perforative, gangrenous 
and chronic. Wherever an attack has occurred, the appendix is dam¬ 
aged and leaves the person very liable to subsequent attacks. Opera¬ 
tive interference is advised and the time of operation should be be¬ 
tween the attacks when possible, while the disease is quiescent. This 
gives the patient the best chance, the mortality with some operators 
being less than one per cent. Of the different operations for hernia, 
that of Bassini is recommended as giving the best results, both for 
inguinal and femoral. Three chapters are devoted to fiynecological 
surgery, comprising a description of the diseases of the vulva, uterus 
and appendages, and the operations in most common use. 

There is a chapter devoted to military surgery, also one to naval 
surgery, and the wounds produced by modern firearms are described, 
examples being taken from our war with Spain, and also the British 
war in South Africa. The chapter on traumatic neuroses is very well 
written, and will be very much appreciated by many of us who are 
called upon for expert testimony. 

There is one criticism that we do feel called upon to make, and 
that is that in a work representing the breadth and scope this does, so 
little space has been given to brain surgery, which is claiming the 
attention of so many of our best operators and neurologists of the 
present day. On the whole, it is probably the best work on general 
surgery we 'have had placed before us. 

C. F. Adams. 

Raynaud’s Disease. Its History, Causes, Symptoms, Morbid Rela¬ 
tions, Pathology, and Treatment. By Thomas Kirkpatrick 
Monro, M.A., M.D. James Macelhose & Sons, Glasgow, 1899. 

Two excellent treatises on Raynaud’s disease, prepared independ¬ 
ently of one Another, have recently come from the publishers, one by 
Barlow, in Allbutt’s ‘‘System of Medicine,” and one by Monro. The 
latter is considered in this review. Monro’s work is very thorough; 
it contains almost all that is now known of Raynaud’s disease, but a 
careful perusal of its pages leaves the reader with many a question un¬ 
answered. The disease is rare. From the statistics of the Glasgow 
Royal Infirmary it appears that about > ewe case in three thousand ad¬ 
missions to the medical wards represents its frequency, and yet this, 
probably, is an underestimate. The statistics published in the “Trans¬ 
actions of the American Dermatological Association” show that 
scarcely one case in 12,000 is found. 

Monro points out the resemblance of chilblain to Raynaud’s dis¬ 
ease. Both are expressions of an undue susceptibility to cold, the 
former on the part of the tissues, and the latter on the part of the 
vasomotor system, and cold is one of the most potent agents in in- 
ducing-tliese diseases; but in those who are very susceptible chilblain 
may be caused by a breeze in summer, and Raynaud’s disease may be 
caused by trifling exposure, or may appear as a pure neurosis. Monro 
finds that in nearly eight per cent, .of the cases of Raynaud’s disease 
there is a history of Raynaud’s phenomena in some antecedent 
or collateral member of the family. The occupation which entails 
exposure to cold is the one most likely to cause the disease, and we 
therefore find a greater frequency of the attacks in the cold months. 



